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From Our Pastor…


"For my people have committed two evils; they have forsaken me the fountain of living waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water"

Jeremiah  2:13         (Reprinted from VOV January, 2000)

Imagine for a moment that you have been hiking in the mountains of Colorado, and the weather is warm and you have been walking for several miles and your whole body aches for a long, cold, drink of water.  Then imagine that you happen into a small clearing and right in the middle of that clearing is some rocks and out of the middle of those rock is bubbling up right out of the ground, clear, cool water.  You walk up to the rocks and kneel down and cup your hands and begin to drink from that flowing fountain of water.  The supply does not diminish and as matter of fact, it seems as if the more you drink, the more there is to drink.  After filling yourself with the water from the fountain, you set down beside it and rest for awhile, contented with the understanding that that good drink was just what you needed and nothing else could have taken it's place.

Bear with me for a couple more minutes and imagine this. Same beautiful setting in Colorado, same hike and the same tremendous need for a drink but this is the new scenario.  Instead of the flowing fountain of good water, what you see next is a hole in the ground that evidently is holding water from the last rain.  But now the water is not clear.  It has been sitting in the hole in the ground for some time and it is muddy and does not by it's appearance encourage you to drink.  As a matter of fact, it looks so dirty and muddy that you convince yourself that you need to press on and seek another source of water. 

The scripture under consideration brings to our minds and attention the constant need that we have for water.  Let a few weeks go by without rain and all living things begin to show their need for water.  I remember in Mr. Howard's history class at Casa View Elementary School in Dallas, Texas, I was taught that any city that was settled by our forefathers required at least two things for survival.  One was a source of transportation(roads, railroads, etc.) and the other was an ample water supply.  If the people starting the city did not have a good source of water from their new environment then they would not be able to stay.

The Lord used his prophet Jeremiah to warn the people of Israel of the errors and evils they had committed. First, and because it is first, it must be the worst error, they had forsaken the Lord.  The same Lord that had brought them out of their enslavement by the Egyptians, the same Lord that had led them by his power and might and the same Lord that had brought them to the land promised, was now forsaken by his children.  This forsaking was not an occasional thing, but they had turned their backs upon him, and desired to walk in his paths no more.  Notice the Lord says that he was  a fountain of living water to them but they turned from him.  Just think, he was a constant source of water and life unto them but they desired something else.  Be reminded that water does not give life but it sustains life.  Therefore He is not speaking of water for eternal life for that was already theirs.  He was the living water that allowed them strength and nourishment every day of their lives but they turned their back upon Him. He was that source of comfort for them they so badly needed but they wanted something else. Here was that fountain they could come to, and upon bended knees, cup their hands and drink from anytime they desired, but they wanted something else. 

It was bad enough to turn and forsake the Lord, the fountain of living waters, but what they did next defies logic.  Do you know what a cistern is? Simply put, a cistern is a hole in the ground that has no source of water of it's own.  A well is a hole in the ground that is dug like the cistern but the well has a source of water springing up from below.  Many battles were fought in the time of the Bible and since for wells.  Remember Isaac was reminded in his lifetime of the wells that his father Abraham had dug but the Philistines had filled them with debris.  So Isaac, with the aid of his men redug the wells of his father and once again were allowed to drink the good water from the wells.  The cistern has to be filled from without with water.  I remember a cistern at my grandfather Slater’s house and they used run off rainwater from the roof of their house to fill the cistern that they had dug.  Sometimes when rain was not plentiful they would have to haul water from town to fill the cistern for it had no ability to produce water.  This is the comparison that the Lord is making. Not only have you worked and by the sweat of your brow have hewed out or dug out cisterns, but to make things worse the cisterns are broken and they cannot hold any water. A broken cistern not only can hold no water, but because it is broken the contaminents from without will seep into the cistern and spoil the water.  What a terrible situation the children of Israel found themselves in.

Go with me for a moment many years later.  Jesus Christ is in Samaria and He meets a woman at the well. The well is Jacob's well and Jesus asks the woman for a drink. She responds, "How is it that thou, being a Jew, askest drink of me, which am a woman of Samaria?  for the Jews have no dealings with the Samarians. Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water"    John 4:9/10   By the protocol of the day the Jews had no dealings with the Samarians and as a matter of fact considered them to be dogs.  But our Savior, with the love and mercy that was His, not only converses with her but gives her the understanding that He has water available for her that will quench her thirst for something different forever.  Our Savior is that fountain of living water.  He is the source of the flowing, living water that is always available to the Child of the King.  Her desire is that she might have that source of water so she will not have to come and draw daily from Jacob's well.  At this moment her perception of the Lord is that He is a prophet.  However, when He tells her the proper form of worship is not necessarily in the mountains where the Samarians worshipped nor in Jerusalem where the Jews worshipped, she is given the knowledge that "God is a spirit; and they that worship Him must worship him in spirit and in truth."  John 4:24  She comments that "I know that Messiahs cometh, which is called Christ: when he is come, he will tell us all things."  John 4:25.  By the teachings from the Law of Moses she knew that one day the Messiah would come and with His coming the children of Israel would gain all knowledge.  She had no idea nor understanding that she was now conversing with the Lord himself and was drawing water from the living well.  "Jesus saith unto her, I that speak unto thee am he."  John 4:26  The revelation that he in fact was the Messiah in flesh the prophets had spoken of for centuries before made her forget all about drawing natural water for the days provision. In her haste to run and tell others about the revelation of the Lord she left her water pots at the well. Since she met the Lord at Jacob's well her desire for natural water and the labor involved were done away with.

When you hear the scripture under consideration do you not understand that the Lord's children today are subject to the same pitiful sorrowful words that came from God by the prophet so many years ago.  We have available today that same flowing fountain of living water that the children of Israel did and our response is the same.  Instead of drinking with joy from the fountain, we work and work in vain to dig cisterns only to find out that they are broken and can hold no water. Instead of understanding that the Lord is the source continuously of our needed supply of water, we attempt to find this supply in various things within the world.  

As I write this article I am reminded that in a few hours a new year will begin. Many plans for the last year go unfinished.  Some of the things that you purposed to do during the last year may not have come to fruition. May this be our pledge for the new year. In all of my endeavors for the year I no longer will desire to dig cisterns, but will upon every occasion go the the fountain of living waters.  And there my family and I will drink with joy.  This new year will find all of us committed to worshipping him more and depending on His guidance more.  We all will look for His direction and therein be content.                   Elder Larry Webb

Up to date news…

 After lunch second Sunday afternoon in January, the church members and friends sat down and discussed several items that we as a church try to do during the year.  The idea was to look at these things as needs and opportunities to serve the Lord and not just to do them from a stand point of tradition.  The following is a composite of the items that were discussed…..

· We will continue to have communion 1st Sunday in April and October and the pastor has the authority to call for communion when he feels the Spirit of God to lead him in that regard.

· We will continue to have conference 2nd Sunday of January, April, July and October and also will have a special conference whenever needed to handle items that might need urgent attention.

· We will continue to have an all-day singing in February each year.

· The church will have a special meeting each year on 3rd Sunday in April and will also host a Neighborhood Appreciation Dinner every year in November.  The date will be determined by the availability of our guests.

· We will continue to represent as members of Chambers Creek Association and will review the need and interest on a yearly basis.

· We will continue to clean the church and groom the churchyard ourselves.

· We will all give special attention to decorum displayed in the sanctuary of our church during meeting time but especially during lunchtime and between services during our special meetings while the sanctuary is not in use.

· We will also discuss and consider having services either one Saturday night a month or after Sunday services once a month.

· Strive for more fellowship and visitation among friends and members of our church.

Jots and tittles………The Lord has certainly blessed our church in the past few weeks and I know  we are all very thankful for the increase.  After preaching services the first Sunday of the new year Brother Roger and Sister Stephanie Gartman as well as their children Benjamin, Rachel, April and Joanna moved their membership from Mt. Zion Church in Ft. Worth to Indian Oaks.  We are very thankful to have them and also enjoy having Brother Jonathan Gartman being with us during services…….There are several that we should be in continuing prayer for win are friends and members of our church….Brother Gordon Hamby continues to fight the cancer that has invaded his body and is undergoing the chemotherapy treatments to kill the cancerous cells.  One of the side effects of the treatment is the good blood cells also suffer and cause many problems.  Brother Gordon asks us to pray for strength to continue in the battle.  Also, Sister Betty Hamby is having health problems. Please continue to pray for this dear couple…..Sister Omega Morgan is still having some problems with her heart and asks for our prayers.  We certainly appreciate and love this dear Sister and are very thankful for all the things  she does for our church……Elder Frank Baker is still having some problems with his eyes and asks us to continue to pray for him….Sister Alice Owens continues to have health problems and needs our prayers.  Sister Alice loves coming to church and the past year has not been able to be with us near as much as she would like.  Also, Brother Jim Owens had a biopsy done on a place on his head and should get the results back next week.  Please continue to pray for Brother and Sister Owens……Sister Rachel Brown has had the cast removed from her arm and current x-rays shows the break is healed.  We are thankful for her speedy recovery and encourage Sister Rachel, “Do not climb anymore”…….Brother Chris Markin is half way through his training to become an office for the Texas Department of Public Safety.  And by Brother Chris’ account, the training has not gotten any easier.  Please pray for him and Sister Kerry who has to stay at home and not get to see her husband as much as she would like.  Pray for her, Brother Isaac and little Roman Gabriel Markin who should pay us all a visit in a couple of weeks.  I know it is hard for them to be separated as a family but it should all be over within a few more weeks…..Please pray for Brother Daniel and Sister Kristen Sewell and the little baby, Gabriel Ray Sewell, who should pay all of us a visit in a few weeks.  I know the future seems sometimes frightening to them but the Lord will see them through the hard times they may be experiencing at the moment…..We received word that Mr.Marshall Lowe, the neighbor who lives behind us, passed away Wednesday morning.  I had an opportunity to visit with his wife Wednesday night and expressed our sympathy and told her we would pray for her.  Mr. Lowe was a good neighbor and friend and several times would call me or one of the deacons to the fence and give us a check to help with the finances of our church.  He and his wife also kept a close watch on our property and in general was just a very good neighbor.  Please pray for her and their family….Please pray for the churches in our area that the Lord will bless all of them with His Holy Spirit and that Satan’s hand might be kept from them…..I know we  are all thankful for the way the Lord has blessed us in our services and we should all strive hard to work and pray for the wonderful church the Lord has blessed us with……Thanks to all of you for the financial  contributions for our church.  You are a wonderful band of people and it’s obvious that you love giving to the needs of the church…..Please pray for the ministers of our church that the Lord will bless us with good periods of meditation and scripture study that they might be able to preach to the  church the things the Lord has placed upon their mind….Please also pray for Mt. Zion Primitive Baptist Church as well as the church in Gorman, Texas.  These brethren and sisters desire your prayers for God’s continued guidance……This Wednesday night in our prayer service we were blessed with a very special blessing, an opportunity to help.  If you would like to know what that was, just ask someone who was there and they will be happy to tell you about it…..In our Bible Study, as soon as we have finished the present chapter in Matthew we will change our study awhile and look at the “Fruit of the Spirit”……..TLW

