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From Our Pastor…

“Then Peter, turning about, seeth the disciple whom Jesus loved following; which also leaned on his breast at supper, and said, Lord, which is he that betrayeth thee?  Peter seeing him saith to Jesus, Lord, and what shall this man do?  Jesus saith unto him, If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? Follow thou me.”  John 21:20-22. 


 
There is a human trait that hinders the child of grace throughout the days of his life.  The fleshly ability to try to blame everything and everyone else for our problems is constant within us.  Though it is no consolation to us, this problem began with the first man and woman in the Garden of Eden. After God made the man Adam from the very dust of the ground the commandment came to the creature from the creator.  “ And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.”  Genesis 2:16/17.  God commanded the creature to tend and keep the garden and seeing that it was not good for the man to be alone God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man and from his very flesh and bone formed the man a helpmeet.  The commandment being made to the man by God and more than likely brought to the woman by the man, they would have lived in peace and joy close to the very presence of God forever.  Being in this divine and blessed company man had no need to know good from evil.  But as the scriptures relate, the woman was tempted by the subtle serpent and she and her husband partook of that fruit that God had forbidden and they were forever changed.  The sentence of sin came upon them and immediately a schism fell between the creatures that God had formed and Himself.  What is so interesting is the response of both the man and the woman when being confronted by God.  Instead of falling down on their knees and begging God for His forgiveness and for His mercy, they both began to blame everything and everyone else for their error.  The man said to God during his confrontation, “The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree and I did eat.”  Adam showed the first attempt by man to remove blame from him self and blames the woman for his error and God for giving him the woman.  “It’s not my fault,” Adam says, “but rather the woman and you for bringing her into my life.”  The woman says, “The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat.”  “It’s not my fault,” she states, “ but actually it is the fault of the serpent for bequiling and deceiving me”.  “It certainly is not our fault,” the couple proclaims before God.


It is easy to hear the same proclamation from God’s people even today.  It can’t be our fault that society is so prone to sin today.  Surely it is not our fault that morality is at such a low standard.  It’s not our fault that our lawmakers are so ungodly and have turned from the Godly standards on which this country was founded.  Just because we can so easily see the moral levels of all age groups in life falling at such alarming rates, it cannot be our fault.  It must be our parent’s fault.  Maybe if they had raised us to better standards then we would not be having all of these problems.  It must be the fault of television.  Why, if God had not blessed us with the invention, then maybe our minds would not be dulled to the level that they are today.  It must be the fault of everything else but it can in no way be my fault.  And just as our ancestors of the beginning, we blame everything and everyone in sight.  


Finally all of us have to come to the conclusion that it is our fault.  We finally have to come to the point in our lives that a commitment and decision to change and repent from the sins that have brought us to the level of life we see today.  Can you imagine Adam and Eve standing before God and spewing out their vain attempt to justify their actions, but then the condemnation of God is proclaimed upon them and they have no other words to speak.  There has to come a point and time in life where we attempt vain justification no more and we simply stand before God and are unable to speak a word. There has to come a time in the life of every child of grace when we stand before the Lord and say by our actions, “We will follow you.”


The Lord had risen from the grave and the disciples had seen Him in the glorified body.  They had conversed with Him and had enjoyed His blessed company for nearly forty days.  Peter and the other disciples had gone fishing on the Sea of Tiberias and after failing in the attempt, the instruction of the Lord came and their nets were filled to overflowing. He invited them to the shores of the Sea with the gracious invitation, “Come and dine”, and there they ate their fill on the bread and fish prepared by their gracious host Jesus Christ.  Peter had received such beautiful and righteous instructions from the Lord regarding Peter’s ministry and calling and the Lord had given Peter insight unto his last days and the ultimate manner of Peter’s death and one would think that the servant of God would have just rested and enjoyed the poignant moment with his Master. But Peter’s errors throughout his life are so remindful of the daily errors of our life.


Peter turned about and saw the “disciple whom Jesus loved” following Christ.  It was this same loving disciple, who leaned upon the breast of the Lord at supper.  One never really knows when the burden of self-justification will strike.  It strikes sometime without any notice and most of the time without any reason.  Instead of Peter enjoying the blessed time with Christ, his attention was heavy on the other disciple and brought the question that probably should have been left unasked to the Lord. “Lord, what will you have this man do?”  Every parent that has given duties and obligations to their children have heard the same question.  You tell one of your children what you want them to do and instead of fleeing to the task they always ask the ageless question, “What will you have my brother do.” Easy to see where that response comes from, isn’t it.  Do you think Satan ever uses that question against us in our spiritual life?


When we have made the decision to follow the Lord, not from an eternal stand point but for the actions of our life, do you ever think Satan immediately prods us to ask, “What is everyone else going to do.”  When we are in such sweet fellowship in the church and there are so many chores that need to be done, surely we would never question, “What is everyone else going to do?”  Surely the question never comes to our mind, “Am I the only one doing anything here.”  Even in the church, there are many times necessary for cleaning, painting, mowing, trimming and even in the joy of the task, sometimes we ask the same question Peter asked. When in fact, if we have made the decision to follow Him and work in the vineyard of the Lord, the joy of the task is the payment thereof.


The answer comes quickly from the Lord to Peter.  “If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? Follow thou me.”  Peter, if I have John, my Disciple not do anything until I come, that is my concern.  The force of the words from the lips of the Savior must have stopped Peter’s concern about anyone else.  Surely this loving rebuke brought Peter to the understanding that no one could be blamed for his actions, but that Peter was responsible for them himself.  And then came the instruction that should be so personal to every one of God’s children.  “Follow thou me.”  Self-justification is of no merit.  Blaming the problems that beset us on everyone else is not appropriate.  We are instructed by the same loving voice of our Lord, “Follow thou me.”  Then comes the time for decision. And surely when we see the depth of the instruction we can take the same position that Peter did for the rest of his life.  We will follow the Lord.  In our personal lives, in our families and especially in the church of Jesus Christ, “We will follow the Lord.”                        Elder Larry Webb 
From a brother gone home…..     

Things Too Wonderful

Proverbs 30:18. “There be three things which are too wonderful for me, yea, four which I know not: the way of an eagle in the air, the way of a serpent upon a rock, the way of a ship in the midst of the sea, and the way of a man with a maid.  Such is the way of an adulterous woman: she eateth and wipeth her mouth, and sayeth, I have done no wickedness.” 

The first thing I would like for you to notice here is the word “wonderful”. Wonderful can mean marvelous, or it can mean a person is puzzled;  “wonderful” being taken from the root word “wonder”. The writer gives us a clue to the meaning of the word in the next line of the text when he says, “Yea, four which I do not know.”

The word wonderful here then means that he is puzzled yet he knows these four things are similar in that they are all equally as puzzling to him as the woman who is living in sin and yet at the same time, denying or refusing to believe that she is doing wrong.

Now, we see in this scripture, four things which man finds hard to understand. “The way of an eagle in the air.”  The swiftness with which he flies, the keenness of his eyesight in flight, the strength in his wings and the power in his talons.  “The way of a serpent upon a rock.” How can a serpent, which has no feet, move across a rock, or any other surface for that matter?

“The way of a ship in the midst of the sea”. How any thing as large as a ship can stay afloat, and how the ship withstands the pressure of the water on it’s hull?

“The way of a man with a maid”. What a mystery it is how total strangers can fall helplessly in love through seemingly nothing more than a passing glance, a chance meeting, the touch of a hand.

The writer says, “Such is the way of an adulterous woman.”  How can she continue in this thing day after day and yet deny that she is doing wrong? She is in confusion, utter darkness, without God, and without hope in the world.

Man is in this same condition prior to regeneration, but when God calls us from darkness into his marvelous light, we become dead, so to speak, to the things of this old world, they no longer hold us in bondage,  Yes, we’re called from darkness to light yet occasionally we look back, we slip back into our former ways.  We’re like Lot’s wife.  As they were leaving the city, she looked back, and had a desire to return.  She is typical of God’s little children when they grow old, when they lose their zeal, when they seek not those things which are above, but praise be to the Father, his precious son sits at his right hand making intercessions for us.  “These things write I unto you that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ, the righteous.”

“The way of an eagle in the air”. Now, the eagle denotes power, majesty, keenness of eye.  When we thing of the eagle, we thing of a great bird sitting on a mountain top, overlooking the valley below.  The Prophet Isaiah, speaking concerning God, he said, “It is he that sitteth upon the circle of the earth, and the inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers.”

But we see, in the 63rd chapter of Isaiah as our heavenly Father looked down upon the earth, he had compassion on man. “I looked and there was none to help; and I wondered and there was none to uphold; therefore, mine own arm brought salvation unto me.”

Yes, he had compassion on man.  He saw man’s condition before the world ever began, and he made a covenant with his son to save his people from their sins.


So then, God predestinated his people to live with him in glory.  We see here foreknowledge and predestination.

Now, let me rearrange the position of the phrases in this text somewhat that I may have continuity in writing, and that we may see the five doctrinal tenets in the order given the Apostle Paul.

“The way of a man with a maid.”  The way of Christ with His bride. Notice the condition of man prior to regeneration. “The wicked through the pride of his countenance will not seek after God. God is not in all his thoughts.”  But Christ said “All that the Father giveth me shall come to me”.  That’s effectual calling.  ALL SHALL.

Regeneration, like love, is a mystery.  AT least the world is certainly confused over it.  The Holy Spirit enters the heart, takes away the hard and stoney heart, gives them a heart of flesh and an ear to hear.  They are led by the Spirit of God, their hearts crying, “Abba Father”, and the next thing you know, they are telling this story, “Well, when I took the first step, and confessed my sins, and joined the church, and was baptized, the Holy Spirit entered my heart and I was saved.”

No, my friends, that’s the cart before the horse.  That doesn’t sound a bit like this. “The hour is coming and NOW is when the DEAD shall HEAR the voice of the Son of God, and they that hear shall live.”  Now, if the dead can act prior to hearing, then regeneration is the way the world says it is.

“The way of a serpent upon a rock”.   Consider our Lord forty days in the wilderness, being tempted of the devil, with worldly pleasures and riches, tempting him to turn from his purpose.  Consider how Satan strives even now to cause discord among God’s people.  We know our Lord came into the world born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem them that were under the law, and we know that in him was no sin.  We know that even though he was born of a woman, he was not born in sin after the similitude of Adam’s transgression, as we were, but that he was of the Holy Ghost.

We find then that the devil tempted him, he was subject to the same temptations as we, but he fulfilled the law to a jot and a tittle; therefore, having no sin of his own, he need not die for his sins, but he was able to suffer and to die in our room and stead.

Back under the old law system, it was permissible for one to die for another’s sins. Here we have one whose righteousness was sufficient for all.  The serpent could not beguile him.  Yes, “He is the Rock, his work is perfect.” Thus, we see justification.

“The way of a ship in the midst of the sea.”  A ship is in the sea but it is not of the sea.  If the sea were to get in it, the ship would sink.  Christ speaking concerning the church, said, “My kingdom is not of this world.”  She is in the world but she is not of the world, no the world is not her home.  She is like a ship in the sea, tossed and turned, but unlike the ship, she is never sunk, her course is never altered.  Her precious cargo, the bride of Christ, remains eternally secure.

We hear Christ attesting to that security in the 6th chapter of John. “Him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.”  No, rather in another verse of scripture, he says, “Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.”

Again, “In my Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you unto myself, that where I am there you may be also.”

Yes, “Whom he justified, them he also glorified.”  So, then we see glorification.  In the mind and purpose of God, it’s a completed work. O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!  How unsearchable are His judgements and his ways past finding out.

Things too wonderful for me.

In brotherly love,

Elder Jerry Swindell

Jots and tittles….There are so many  we should remember to pray for this month and the following list certainly is only a portion of them…Sister Alice Owens is still having health problems…Sister Omega Morgan as well as Sister Betty Hamby are not doing well….Please pray for Elder Frank Baker and his continuing health problems….Sister Sandy Sewell’s father is undergoing chemo and radiation for throat cancer. Please pray for him, his wife, Sister Sandy and all of the family…Sister Sarah Hastings is undergoing chemo and radiation for breast cancer and Sister Sandy Dalton is getting a second opinion on treatment for her diagnosed breast cancer….My cousin Brother Jimmy Webb is undergoing chemo and radiation at M.D. Anderson Hospital in Houston.  Please pray for him and his wife as well as his brother Kenneth who is under treatment for skin cancer and their sister Regina who is to undergo surgery for a mass on her bladder…..My friend from work, Mary Hughes, is now cancer free for 18 months and she thanks all of us for our prayers.  She asks us to continue to pray for her and has written a nice note in the guestbook on the church web page …..Brother Bennie Walker and his family ask our prayers regarding Brother Raymond and the decisions they must make in the coming weeks……Thanks to all of those who have mowed the grass and did the yard work around the church this spring and the early part of summer.  And also thanks to those that come and clean the church.  Some have suggested that we set every Saturday before 2nd and 4th Sunday as a time to come and clean the church.  If you can, come at 10AM those Saturday mornings and the cleaning effort should not take very long.  If you can’t come, that’s fine, don’t stress about it. Maybe that week you can just pray harder for your pastor and our church instead.  There is always something we can do around the church….Please pray for Mt. Zion Church in Ft. Worth and their new pastor, Elder Mike Webb.  Pray the Lord will bless them and that He will bless Bro. Mike to be a good and loving Pastor for them……..Thanks for all of your financial assistance to the church during the month and also for your prayers for our church.  The Lord has surely been blessing us and I have a feeling the best is yet to come….Thanks to our visitors for the month and please come visit us often…TLW

