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From Our Pastor…

“For we dare not make ourselves of the number, or compare ourselves with some that commend themselves: but they measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise.”    II Corinthians 10:12

I stand in awe of those that have an ability to work with wood and build something nice.  Quite often I will spend time looking at antique furniture and admiring the skill required to build something that had lasted that long.  And though I have very little, if any, ability to work with wood and build something as nice as some can, I do know a few of the basic requirements.  One is, if there is a written plan for the work to be attempted, the plan must be followed exactly or the results will not be good.  I have also learned that if several pieces of wood are to be cut to the same length, one piece is marked and cut exactly and then that piece is used as a standard for the rest of the wood to be cut.  If more than one piece is used as the standard then there will be a variance in the length of pieces cut and the result will not be as good as the wood worker would want.

The life of Jesus Christ served many purposes according to the scripture.  The Apostle Paul described one of the purposes when he wrote, “This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners of whom I am chief.” I Timothy 1:15.  Very obviously one of the purposes for the coming of Christ was the salvation of sinners. And when we understand that purpose, then we like Paul, feel a tremendous sense of humility and confess that our sins  the Lord paid for by his life was enormous in volume.  When Christ was on the cross suffering for our sins and the period of darkness was on the face of the earth, Christ proclaimed, “It is finished.”  The purpose of His life regarding the redemption of His chosen people and the blood offering or atonement was finished and the purpose of salvation for the Elect was made sure and steadfast and could never be charged to them again.  This purpose was certainly fulfilled.

Without question Christ also came and lived to give His children a pattern or standard for life.  This pattern and standard, when followed  by the Lord’s children, will give them peace and  contentment for the entirety of their lives.  Every event and circumstance that happens in the life of the children of God can be overcome without difficulty or problem if the pattern or standard of Christ’s life is followed and not the false standard that the world offers. 

For example, several months ago someone came with a question regarding the cremation of the body instead of burial and wondered if there would be error in being cremated.  When this event was compared to the never failing standard of the life of Christ, there was no question about what the proper answer is.  When Christ died, there were two men who came and begged for His body and Christ was buried in a borrowed tomb.  There is the standard for His children today. 

Some question the standard by which a member of the church should respond in regard to the financial care for the church. Should a person tithe a certain amount or percentage every month or just what is the standard that should be applied. Jesus was in the temple in Jerusalem and He sat by the treasury and watched as many came to cast money into the treasury. Many that were rich came and cast large amounts.  Then as Jesus watched, a poor widow came to make her contribution to the treasury.  Very obviously the lady had little of the wealth that those who preceded her had but she came and cast in two mites, which came to the sum of a farthing.  Christ called unto the disciples and said to them, “Verily I say unto you, That this poor widow hath cast more in, than all they which have cast into the treasury: For all they did cast in of their abundance; but she of her want did cast in all that she had, even all her living.”  Mark 12:43/44.  So the standard for the financial welfare of the church is to give as the Spirit instructs and not just a portion of the abundance the Lord has given. The truth of the matter is you can never out give the Lord and He smiles upon those who are “cheerful givers.”

The loss and error of using the wrong standard is documented in the history of the children of Israel.  There came a great grumbling among the children of Israel when they compared themselves to others and found that every other nation had a king but they did not.  The grumbling continued to the point that Samuel approached the Lord about the matter and Samuel was informed by the Lord, “Hearken unto the voice of the people in all that they say unto thee: for they have not rejected thee, but they have rejected me to reign over them” 1 Samuel 8:7. The error of the people was they measured themselves and their needs against the wrong standard.  The Lord purposed grace and mercy to them and would have been the source of all they needed for life, but the standard of the world was a mortal ruler and the standard of the Lord was a ruler who could make no error.  Finally the Lord turned the children of Israel over to their own desires and gave them kings to govern over them.  The result was a lineage of Kings that grew worse and worse until finally the last king to rule over them was so gross in error he could not have one good thought.

The scripture under consideration tells us that there are those that will constantly compare themselves with themselves.  And even sometimes in the weak moments of the children of grace we may allow ourselves to be of that number or of that group.  In our homes many times fathers and mothers must make hard decisions about how our children are going to act or how they are going to be governed or disciplined.  There is so much pressure today that comes upon all of our families to compare ourselves to the world. “Everyone else does it, why can’t we do it” is a question when on the surface does not seem so terrible.  Everyone else spends so much time allowing their children to watch the horrible things that are shown on television today, “Why can’t we do it.”  The world is lost in new and horrible lifestyles and everyone else accepts these lifestyles as being normal, ”Why can’t we do it.”  Many churches today have many seemingly innocent attempts to gain members or greater attendance, “Why can’t we do it.”   And the answer to all of the afore going questions is the same.  What is the standard for a godly family home atmosphere?  What is the standard for the “politically correct” arguments for horrible lifestyles that some would say is all right?  What is the standard by which the church is governed today?  The answer to all of these questions is the same.  The Lord has set a standard by which all of His children are to be governed.  That  standard is the life of His darling Son. And we would be in great error today if we made the same mistake that those under consideration in the scripture for this month made.  When we compare ourselves with ourselves, or when we compare ourselves with the number of those who constantly compare themselves with themselves then we are not wise.  

May the Lord allow all of us to be constantly aware of the standard that has been given to us for our lives.  May the comparison not be what would others think of our actions but let our concern be what would the Lord think of our actions.  When in our lives or even in our church fellowship, let us all follow the one true and never changing standard.  Let us follow the standard of Christ’s life without regard or concern of what others may think.  Let us follow the Spirit of the Lord without wavering until the time when He comes again.                                         Elder Larry Webb

Mom

A woman named Emily, renewing her driver’s license at the County Clerk’s office,was asked by the woman recorder to state her occupation.  She hesitated, uncertain how to classify herself.  “What I mean is,” explained the recorder, “do you have a job, or are you just a……”?


“Of course, I have a job,” snapped Emily. “I’m a Mom.”  “We don’t list ‘Mom’ as an occupation…..’housewife’ covers it,” said the recorder emphatically.


I forgot all about her story until one day I found myself in the same situation, this time at our Town Hall.  The clerk was obviously a career woman, poised, efficient and possessed of a high sounding title like, “Official Interrogator” or “Town Registrar”.  What is your occupation?” she probed.  What made me say it, I do not know…..the words simply popped out.  “I’m a Research Associate in the field of Child Development and Human Relations.”


The clerk paused, ball-point pen frozen in midair, and looked up as though she had not heard right.  I repeated the title slowly, emphasizing the most significant words.  Then I stared with wonder as my pronouncement was written in bold, black ink on the official questionnaire.


“Might I ask,” said the clerk, with new interest, “just what you do in your field?”


Coolly, without any trace of fluster in my voice, I heard myself reply, “I have a continuing program of research (what mother doesn’t), in the laboratory and in the field,” (normally, I would have said indoors and out). “I’m working for my Masters, (the whole family), and already have four credits, (all daughters).  ‘Of course, the job is one of the most demanding in the humanities, (any mother care to disagree?), and I often work 14 hours a day, (24 is more like it). But the job is more challenging than most run-of-the-mill careers and the rewards are more of a satisfaction rather than just the money.”


There was an increasing note of respect in the clerk’s voice as she completed the form, stood up, and personally ushered me to the door.  As I drove into our driveway, buoyed up by my glamorous new career, I was greeted by my lab assistants – ages 13, 7, and 3.  Upstairs, I could hear our new experimental model, (a six month old baby), in the child development program, testing out a new vocal pattern.  I felt I had scored a beat on bureaucracy!  And I had gone on the official records as someone more distinguished and indispensable to mankind than “just another Mom.”


Motherhood….What a glorious career!  Especially when there’s a title on the door.  


Does this make grandmothers “Senior Research Associates in the field of Child Development and Human Relations” and great-grandmothers “Executive Senior Research Associates”? I think so!!! I also think it makes Aunts, “Associate Research Assistants”.

Scripture for the month….

For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me.  And He said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.  II Corinthians  12:8/9

Jots and tittles……There are many whom we should remember in our prayer this month and many things that we should give the Lord thanks for…..First Sunday morning after preaching service, we are blessed to have the baptism of two ladies who desire to be a part of our church family. …Sister Rachel Brown came and asked for a home in the church after services third Sunday in August.  Then Sister Cindy Foster came asking for a home in the church after Prayer Services, Wednesday night, August 27th.  Both ladies came with such sweet spirits and both told of the love they have for the Lord and the way the Lord has blessed them.  We certainly look forward to this blessed moment.  Elder Barry Brown will have the honor of baptizing his daughter, Sister Rachel and I will have the blessed honor of baptizing Sister Cindy.  There are several others in our church who have been waiting for a leading of the Spirit of the Lord to come and take up their cross and follow Him and I just pray they will do that and follow the actions of these two dear ladies……Brother Bob Sewell has received news that the valve he had replaced in his heart last year is leaking and the doctors are waiting to see what the need will be.  Let’s all pray that the Great Physician will heal Brother Bob’s heart and the leak will cease….Brother Al Felts is not doing well at all and surely needs our prayers.  He seems to be losing ground constantly.  Please pray for his wife and especially Sister Sandy Sewell and all of their family….Also, please pray for Sister Sandy Sewell.  There are many conflicts and problems in her life at the moment and I am sure she constantly needs the strength to press on.  Please pray that the Lord will continue to be an unending source of strength for her and allow her to arise over all of the problems that has beset her and her family in the past few months… Please pray for Sister Alice Owens.  Sister Alice is having a great amount of health problems at this time and certainly needs our prayers.  She has fallen a couple of times this month and has gone to the doctors.  Sister Alice has suffered for many months will various ailments and I know she must get really tired from all of the problems she has had.  Pray for her and Brother Jim, asking the Lord to continue to give them strength…..It has been so good to see Sister Betty Hamby at church for the last few weeks.  It is always such a joy to see her……Please continue to pray for Sister Bernice Webb.  She is still having some problems with her health and asks for our prayers….Elder Frank Baker has been doing better lately and has been feeling well enough to travel to some meetings.  We miss Brother Frank when he is gone but we know how much he enjoys visiting and we all pray the Lord would continue to bless him……If you have not checked out our church’s website lately you really should look at it.  The monthly newsletters  are now available on the website and in the next few months we should also have Sunday sermons available.  Thanks to Elder Barry Brown for all of his hard work on the website…..Brother Garland Dixson underwent surgery to repair a torn rotator cuff in his right shoulder.  The surgeon  had to do more repair work that first thought but the dear brother is doing well.  We are all glad that he felt like coming to church last Sunday……..Sister Sarah Elisabeth Walker and Sister Mickie Dixson are working on republishing the directory for our church.  They are planning on putting pictures of all of our church family as well as your favorite scripture.  Please in the next few weeks make yourself available for pictures and be thinking hard about your favorite scripture.  It’s really going to be hard to narrow it down to just one….Our church donated to Effie Morris Elementary School in Lake Worth, Texas 17 backpacks and school supplies for at least 17 children, if not more.  Thanks for your generosity and love.  I had the pleasure of taking them to the school and Carla Smith, the counselor at the school, was obviously touched by your generosity.  She said there had not been any other contributions like this and wanted me to thank all of you for your kindness.  As instructed, I told her that as the year progresses, if they need more supplies of coats or shoes for the children to let us know and we would do what we could…..Please pray for your pastor and the ministers of our church.  The Lord is blessing us so wonderfully and all three of us want to follow His leadership and guidance.  I thank Elder Baker and Elder Brown for all that they do and for being such a big part of our church.  Thanks to our visitors for the month and please come and be with us when you can.  We love all of you very dearly and enjoy your sweet fellowship….Sister Swindell’s sister who lives in El Paso, Texas has suffered a massive stroke and faces a long recuperation.  Please pray for her….Please pray for Elder Mike Webb and the good folks at Mt. Zion Primitive Baptist Church. Pray the Lord will just bless them with His sweet Spirit….Also, please pray for the church at Gorman, Texas as they look for leadership to decide what they should do……Please pray for our deacons that the Lord might allow them to continue to serve His people here at our church.  Also, thanks to all who have helped with the mowing and trimming around the church.  All of us appreciate your hard work…Please remember that every Saturday morning before second and fourth Sunday at 10AM we meet to clean the church.  Thanks for all of your help…..TLW

